
Ahmet Gulek CV

http://economics.mit.edu/grad/agulek

agulek@mit.edu

Education

Massachusetts Institute of Technology – MIT Aug. 2019 – Present

PhD. Student in Economics Cambridge, MA, USA
Advisors: Joshua Angrist, Amy Finkelstein, Daron Acemoglu

M.A. Economics, Koc University, 2019

B.S. Mathematics; B.A. Economics, Koc University, 2017

Lycée de Galatasaray, 2013

Fields of Interest

Labor Economics, Health Economics, Industrial Organization, Development Economics

Working Papers

Driving While Hungry: The Effect of Fasting on Traffic Accidents

Abstract: I study the impact of fasting on traffic accidents by exploiting the institutional feature that, in Turkey, working hours

are not adjusted during Ramadan. This allows traffic to remain unaffected by Ramadan during the rush hour. I find that driving

while fasting at rush hour is associated with a significant increase in road traffic accidents. Consistent with these results being

due to fasting, I show that the increase in accidents is greater when there is an exogenously longer fast due to daylight savings

time and in more devout provinces where more people are likely fasting. Using existing survey evidence on fasting rates in

Turkey, I conclude that fasting increases the probability of an accident by 25%, which is smaller than the effect of driving while

intoxicated, but larger than the effect of mild sleep deprivation.

Work in Progress

Formal Effects of Informal Labor Supply: Evidence from the Syrian refugees in Turkey

Abstract: I study the impact of 3.6 million Syrian refugees on Turkish labor markets and firm entry. The key to my analysis is that

the overwhelming majority of refugees did not have work permits and therefore could only work informally. Using an IV-DiD

design where I instrument for refugee location choice with a distance-based instrument, I show that a 1 percentage point (pp)

increase in refugee/native ratio causes a 0.23 pp decrease in informal native wage-employment, and a 0.13 pp decrease in

low-skill formal wage-employment among natives. On the extensive margin, the refugee shock does not increase formal firm

entry in the aggregate, but increases the number of new firms that participate in international trade, for whom informal sector is

infeasible. To explain these results, I propose a tractable model that incorporates firms’ decisions to be informal both on the

intensive and extensive margins.

Technical Skills, Activities, and Interests

Programming Languages:Matlab, R, STATA

Languages: Turkish (native), English (fluent), French (intermediate)

Interests: Basketball, Tango Argentine, Salsa, Fitness, Chess
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